The following letter signed by more than 50
concerned citizens has been sent to the President of
Sinclair Broadcasting.

>From: "Dave Orens" <dorens@hotmail.com>
>To: comments@sbgi.net

>Subject: Attn: David Smith

>Date: Wed, 13 oOct 2004 18:16:51 +0000

>

>0ctober 13, 2004
>

>David D. Smith

>

>President and Chief Executive oOfficer

>Sinclair Broadcast Group, Inc.

>10706 Beaver Dam Road

>Hunt valley, Maryland 21030

>

>Dear Mr. Smith:

>

>We, the undersigned, are writing to ask that you
cancel plans

reported October 11th by CNN to air a film attacking
Senator

Kerry on stations of the Sinclair Broadcasting Group.
>

>We were astonished to read that you are forcing all
of your

stations to air the film “Stolen Honor: wounds That
Never Heal.”

In light of your recent move to prevent several of
these same

stations from airing the “Nightline” episode where
Ted Koppel

read the names of soldiers killed in Iraqg, and having
read news

reports that many of your company’s top executives
are strong

financial supporters of the Bush campaign, we can
only assume

that you are attempting to make a political
>statement by airing this “infomercial” for the
Republican

Party.

>

>While acknowledging your right to your own

political views, we

feel compelled to remind you that the airwaves are

in the public

domain. Therefore, while some may compare the

airing of “stolen

Honor” to Michael Moore’s “Fahrenheit 9/11,”

Moore’s film was

ivai}ab1e only to those willing to pay, not broadcast
reely

over the airwaves. The fact that the show is

scheduled to air

i? p;imetime, without commercials, and within weeks

of the

election, and that many of the stations are in swing

states,

causes us to conclude that you are using your

stations to try to

influence the upcoming election.

>



>Ag1best this is an abuse of your responsibility to the
pubTic,

and it is very likely a violation of the FCC regulations
requiring broadcasters to provide equal time to the
major

candidates in an election. It was striking to read in
one

article that you claim that the program is a news
event and

therefore not subject to the FCC regulations

mentioned above.

This assertion is remarkable given your prior
statements that

the “Nightline” episode you refused to air

was “disguising

political statements as news content.” We sincerely
hope that

what you describe on your website as an “unscripted
event” will

not include the airing of this film, produced by
someone who s

apparently a former Bush administration official.

>

>Should you choose to broadcast this movie, we

hope that you

have considered the impact on your future
advertising revenue.

Although we are a small group of individuals at this
point, we

are connected with thousands of 1ike-minded
consumers via

internet organizations, and we plan to continue
spreading word

of your actions as far as we can. Though we cannot
control your

broadcasting, we can control our viewing and
buying, and we hope

to show you that such blatant abuses of the public
trust will

not be tolerated. Regardless of the outcome of the
election,

you can rest assured that we will make every effort
to inform as

many progressive-minded individuals as possible of
your actions,

and that we are prepared to organize boycotts of
your Tocal and

national advertisers. This Tetter 1is therefore being
copied to

a number of companies in your national advertising
market who

are also listed in an index of socially responsible
investments.

These companies may be particularly interested 1in
your actions.

>

>We Took forward to a response from Sinclair
Broadcasting and we

will be watching the airwaves to see what your
decision has

been.

>

>Respectfully,

>

>



>1.David M. Orens ] Medford, MA
dorens@hotmail.com

>2.Tamara Fisher Medford, MA
tfisher@nhpd.org

>3.Randy McDermott Rexford, NY
mcderjb@earthlink.com

>4 .Margaret Sullivan winchester, MA
masully@comcast.net

>5.Brenda Johnson winchester, MA
joli3@comcast.net

>6.Sandy Thompson winchester, MA

sandra.thompson3@comcast.net
>7.Nancy Wilson winchester, MA
Hokans.wilson@comcast.net

>8.Kim whittaker winchester, MA
papakim@comcast.net

>9.Greg Papazian winchester, MA
papakim@comcast.net

>10.Constance Stolow winchester, MA
constolow@comcast.net

>11.Michael Quezzaire-Belle Belmont, MA
arkhon@haven.org

>12.Michael Allen East Greenbush, NY
bailliere@earthlink.net

>13.Gloria Legvold winchester, MA

_glegvold@comcast.net
>14.Jamie Devol winchester, MA
jamiedevol@AOL.com

>15.Dave Judelson winchester, MA
_macpb@mac.com ]
>16.Michael Bedford winchester, MA

Bedfordsutro@aol.com
>17.Sarah Ssutro winchester, MA
Bedfordsutro@aol.com

>18.Laurie Harriman Arlington, MA
Jaurieharriman@hotmail.com

>19.Madeleine Lord winchester, MA
madilord@yahoo.com

>20.Kelley Banks Boston, MA

kbanks@dingmanallison.com
>21.G. Hudson Gilmer winchester, MA
ggilmer@yahoo.com
>22.Jane Adams, Ph.D. winchester, MA
Jane.Adams@umb. edu

>23.Howard Bloom west Newton, MA
hob1o070@rcn.com

>24 .Robert Elfer Milton, MA

prelfer@msafdie.com

>25.Madeleine Kaiser winchester, MA
madokaiser@comcast.net

>26.Vicky Coccoluto winchester, MA
cocco.berry@indspring.com

>27.James Bugbee Manassas, VA
jbugb@aol.com

>28.Judith Bugbee Manhassas, VA
jbugb@aol.com

>29.Kathy Baillie Revere, MA

kbaillie@jhancock.com
>30.David Fonseca III winchester, MA
dfonseca3@spamcop.net

>31.victoria Steven _Cambridge, MA
vasteven@earthlink.net
>32.Robert Gagne Dorchester, MA

rgagne@msafdie.com



>33.Melissa Radzyminski Medford, MA
mradzyminski@yahoo.com

>34 .Heather Calvin Medford, MA
heather@mediumlite.com
>35.Sarah wright Medford, MA

wrightsarah@juno.com
>36.Joan Atlas Wwinchester, MA
zatTlas@comcast.net
>37.Joe Ronald Crawford, 3Jr Atlanta, GA
jrcjr@earthlink.net
>38.Daniel Vvice washington, DC
danvice@yahoo.com
>39.Nicole Jacobs Hingham MA
nstirlingj@yahoo.com
>40.David Atlas Silver Spring, MD
davnlu@comcast.net
>41.Kate Steven Farmington, CT
Ksteven784@aol.com

>42.Paul A. wilson wilmington, NC
pwilson4@ec.rr.com
>43.Pamela K. Banks Richmond, VA

pakeba@comcast.net
>44 .Christopher Dawson Hershey, PA
chrisdawson@hotmail.com
>45.Tunch Gungor Cambridge, MA
ptgungor@msafdiee.com
>46.Sarah Lindenfeld watertown, MA
Sarah.lindenfeld@alum.dartmouth.org
>47 .Reverend Carole Johannsen Bedford Hills, NY
carolej@bestweb.net
>48.Marcia wood winchester, MA
woodmbw@aol . com
>49.Dana Webber Melrose, MA
Danha.Webber@ci.boston.ma.us

>50.Jamie Collins Fairfax Station, VA
jamcol@attglobal.net
>51.Kimberly Kappel Atlanta, GA

kwkappel@hotmail.com
>52.A1Tan N. Anderson winchester, MA
aandersonl23@comcast.net
>53.Chris Maxwell Vienna, VA
chrismaxwell@mindspring.com
>54 .Michele Nathan winchester, MA
nathanmichele@yahoo.com
.Sharon Guzik Medford, MA
sguzik@comcast.net
.Scott Tharler Los Angeles, CA
thaerler@pacbell.net
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Circuit City Stores, Inc.
Jet Blue Airways Corporation
JC Penny Company, Inc.
Johnson and Johnson

Lowe’s Companies, Inc.
Mattel, Inc.

PepsiCo, Inc.

Procter and Gamble Company
Progressive Corporation
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